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eastern side of the island ; and the fishery of the tripang, the tortoise-shell, 
mother-of-pearl shells, and pearls on an extensive bank to the east. He had 
looked into the returns of what we received into this country of tortoise-shell 
and mother-of-pearl, and was surprised at the quantity consumed here : 
33,550 lbs. of the former, value 33,153?., and above 100 tons of the latter, 
value SifiSQl., had been imported into England. The islands were covered 
with stupendous forests ; but then it ought not to be forgotten the most bulky 
trees will grow on the smallest amount of soil, where nothing like food for man 
can be produced — as, for example, the firs of Norway. The proof of fertility 
is the production of grasses in abundance and of good quality. The produc- 
tion of huge forest trees, be the trees ever so large, is not of the slightest conse- 
quence as indications of fertility. Travellers ought to be aware of this. 



The second Paper read was : — 

2. N^ote on Sabrina Land, ^-c. By Charles Endeeby, Esq., f.e.g.s. 

Without wishing to detract in the smallest degree from the merit 
due to Admiral d'Urville, Commodore Wilkes, or the ofBcers and 
crews of the French and American Exploring Expeditions, for 
their discoveries in the Antarctic Ocean in the year 1840, I think 
it due to the memory of Captain Balleny that the discoveries he 
made in 1839 should be more determinately fixed on our charts than 
at present. 

With this object I consider it my duty to bring under the im- 
mediate notice of the Council of the Eoyal Geographical Society 
the subject of South Polar Discoveries ; and therefore beg, in the 
joint names of my brothers and self, to present the Journal of one of 
your gold medallists, Captain Biscoe, when in the command of the 
" Tula" and " Lively" from the year 1830 to 1833, on the occasion 
of his having discovered Enderby and Graham Lands. ITiis Journal 
was kept in duplicate, and the other part has been deposited in the 
British Museum. 

I also beg, in the joint names of Mr. G. F. Young, Mr. Thomas 
Sturge, Mr. Henry Buckle, my brothers, and self, to present to the 
Society the Journal and Log-book of the voyages of the " Eliza Scott " 
and " Sabrina," tmder the command of Captain Balleny, in the years 
1838 and 1839, when he discovered the Balleny Islands and Sabrina 
Land ; and it is to the last mentioned discovery, Sabrina Land, 
that I am desirous of drawing your special attention. This land, 
as will be seen on reference to the South Polar Chart published by 
the Admiralty, is stated to be doubtful ; and in the Journal of the 
American Exploring Expedition it will be observed that this same 

♦ See the ninth Volume of the Society's Journal. — Ed. 



] 72 ENDERBY'S NOTE ON SABRINA LAND, &c. [Feb. 22, 1858. 

land was sighted and marked in the American charts as Tatton 
North's High Lands. 

I submit for the consideration of the Council of the Society 
whether the discovery mentioned should not be more clearly 
marked on our charts, otherwise a question may at some future 
period arise as to the discoverer of the Southern Continent, since it 
has not yet been ascertained that Enderby Land is attached to 
that beforementioned, and in such case the Balleny Islands would 
not afford a claim of the nature of that set up. 

In presenting these Journals to the Society, the gentlemen with 
whom I was associated in the equipment of the expedition fully 
concur with me in opinion that they should be deposited vrith your 
Society, where they will be in safe custody and properly appre- 
ciated, and where reference can be made to them if requisite. 

I take this opportunity to state that I transmitted to the late 
Colonel Colquhoun, a member of your Council, an extract from the 
log-book of the ship " Brisk," belonging to the Southern Whale 
Fishery Company, which vessel I equipped, under the command of 
Captain Tapsell, from the Auckland Islands to the Antarctic Seas, in 
February 1850 ; and as I have neither seen nor heard that any notice 
has been taken of this voyage, I fear the paper has not come to 
hand. 

Captain Tapsell was absent about six weeks, sighted the Balleny 
Islands, and proceeded thence to the westward to the long. 143*^ 
in a considerably higher latitude than that followed by Com- 
modore Wilkes, without his having sighted land. As, however, 
I have not the Journal to refer to, I am unable to state if the 
weather was such as to enable him to see to any distance, but to the 
best of my recollection he was not impeded in his voyage by fogs. 

If the Society should deem the subject of importance, I feel sure 
that on application to Mr. J. D. Powles, Chairman of the Southern 
Whale Fishery Company, by Mr. T. H. Brooking, a member 
of your Council, an inspection of the Journal would be readily 
permitted. 

The above, together with the Journal of the " Eliza Scott," having been re- 
ferred to Bear- Admiral Sir George Back, as one of the "Vice-Presidents, Sir 
George says, that " having examined Mr. Balleny's Journal, I can come to no 
other conclusion than that he is entitled to the discovery of the islands which 
bear his name, including Sabrina Land, and that it would be an injustice to 
the memory and labours of that adventurous seaman to deprive him of the 
honour." — Ed. 



